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It is generally injudicious to attempt to breed from an
animal affected with hysterocele or abdominal hernia of any
description, notwithstanding the fact that this condition may
not militate against gestation and parturition in every case.
With the smaller animals, and especially the bitch, the
best treatment is to operate.    The operation may be carried
out during gestation, or at the time of parturition, but before
the  bitch   is exhausted.    Under  anaesthesia,  and  with  all
surgical precautions, the skin is incised over the hernial sac,
and   the latter enucleated   by  blunt dissection   from   the
surrounding tissues up to the hernial ring.    The sac is then
opened.    If in the early stages of gestation, the uterus may
be returned to the abdomen.    When one horn is involved,
and the hernia is irreducible, then that horn and the corre-
sponding ovary may be removed.    In the later stages of
pregnancy or  at parturition one of  two  courses may be
adopted :  (1) The uterus may be opened, and the foetuses
removed through the one incision.    The uterine wound is
sutured,  and  returned   to   the abdomen.     (2) The whole
uterus, with its contents and the ovaries, may be excised,
and the stump of the uterus, after being ligatured, is returned
to the abdomen.    This latter method is the safer when the
uterus has been opened at parturition    The hernial sac is
ligatured as close to the abdominal wall as possible, and the
hernial ring closed with interrupted sutures.    Last of all, the
skin wound is closed in the same way,    The rest of the treat-
ment is as for laparo-hysterotomy.
Deviation of the Uterus.
By the term deviation, when applied to the uterus, is meant
a change in the direction of the organ, by which the cervix
no longer corresponds to the axis of the vagina. Only one
kind has been noted in the domesticated animals, inferior
obliquity, and is extremely rare. It has only been observed
in the cow. In this animal, because the abdominal muscles
are inserted by a thick tendon into the inferior aspect of the
pubis, the floor of the abdomen is on a lower plane than that
of the pelvis; so that there is a kind of step between the
cavities, the height of which varies in different individuals, but